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would meet opposi-
ders who were to
s US. But she has
ore hawkish than
the administration,
er US officials have
v need more time to
»  the leadership’s
tion.

1s said the French
aunching air strikes
Libyvan air force

gangs”, in reference to the
opposition fighters,

The fighting came as Seif
al-lslam Gaddafi, son of
Colonel Gaddafi, vowed to
launch a full-scale military
offensive against the rebels,
who he described as
“gangsters”.

“Time is out now. It's
time for action,” he told
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i the opposition Libyan

| Mational Council. which has
its headquarters in

| Benghazi. "We have

| requested for all steps to

| be taken to protect the

| Libyan people. We believe

| the UN can do that.”
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the alliance would not pro-
ceed with a noflly wone
without a “strong legal
base” and “finm repional
support”, both of which
appear unlikely.

“l can’t imaygine the inter-
national community and
the UN standing idly by if
Col Gaddali continues
attacking his people sys-
tematically.” Mr Rasmussen
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zone, saying such opera-

tions are complex and
require significant fire-
power, including the
destruction of all anti-

aircraft positions in Libya.

Mr Gates said one of the
transatlantic alliance's key
concerns was the reaction
to western military inter-
vention by populations in
the Middle East and north

ers who had fled Libya
since the uprising began.
But she saw ominous signs
that Libyans were begin-
ning to flee,

If that exodus gathered
pace, she said, then border
camps could be over-
whelmed with women and
children whose stay would
be longer than that of their
male migrants.

oime will prevail, US intelligence chiet says

er testimony
ird McGregor
ngton

er Gaddafi's supe-
itary forces meant
ime will prevail” in
ger term, the US
of national intelli-

ames Clapper, said
nents that under-

robust defence by
ton of its Libya pol-

Clapper said in

testimony to Congress on
Thursday that Colonel
Gaddafi was relying on two
of his brigades - which
appeared to be “very, very
loval”, “disciplined” and
“robustly equipped with
Russian eguipment, artil-
lery, tanks".

Mr Clapper, who oversees
America’s 16 intelligence
services, said the rebels
faced great difficulties as
Col Gaddafi “intentionally
designed ' the military so
that those select units
loyal to him are the most

luxuriously equipped and

the best trained”.
He added: “We

duration.”

Tom Donilon, head of the

National Security Council,

said later that Mr Clapper
was describing a “static sit-
uation” which did not take

into account the “dynamic™
change taking
throughout the Middle East.

Jay Carney. White House
separately

spokesman,

believe
that Gaddafi is in this for
the long haul. He appears to
be hunkering down for the

place

rejected calls for Mr Clap-
per’s resignation from a
prominent senator, as finan-
cial sanctions, an arms
embargo and the threat of
military action “enhance
the pressure on |[Gaddafi] to
force him to leave”.

In his briefing on US pol-
icy, Mr Donilon said that
military action remained on
the table, including a no-fly
zone, but that plans to
deliver aid to rebel areas in
coming davs were purely
humanitarian: “They can in
no way shape or form be

considered as military inter-
vention,” he said.

Mr Donilon emphasised
that any action against
Libya depended on support
not just from the west, but
also from other countries in
the Middle East. He added:
“Military steps are not the
only method by which we
can pressure Gaddafi.,”

In relation to opposition
groups, Mr Donilon said the
US was “directly engaged”
in an effort to understand
their organisation, struc-
ture and leadership. The US

ite o1l group offers to help fund opposition
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aunching air strikes
Libvan air force

The opposition set up the
Libyan National Council
last week and it is claiming
to be the legitimate repre-
sentative of Libva and seek-
ing international recogni-
tion. France became the
first country to formally

recognise the body on
Thursday, in a boost to the
opposition.

Mustafa Gheriani, an

opposition spokesman, said
setting up a structure to
receive oil funds was logical
because the rebels needed
cash. “Now that France has
recognised who we are, we
hope the rest of the world
will.”

However, the plan to sell
oil faces hurdles, western
industry executives said.

International oil compa-
nies will be reluctant to
trade with the opposition
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gangs', in reference to the
opposition fighters.

The fighting came as Seif
al-Islam Gaddafi, son of
Colenel Gaddafi, vowed to
launch a full-scale military
offensive against the rebels,
who he described as
“gangsters”.

“Time is out now, It's
time for action,” he told
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the opposition Libyan
Mational Council, which has
its headquarters in
Benghazi. “We have

| requested for all steps to
be taken to protect the
Libyan people. We believe
the UN can do that.”
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and oil traders overcame
the difficulties, logistics
would be another problem.

Opposition forces only
control one oil export termi-
nal outside the Ffighting
area, which in recent davs
has centred on Ras Lanuf
and ibya's larg-

said
terminal
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without| a “sirong legal
base” and “firm regional
support], both of which
appear ynlikely.

“I canft imagine the inter-
nationall community and
the UN Btanding idly by if
Col ddali continues
attacki his people sys-

tematically.” Mr Hasmussen

more than 400km long. The
field is under territory nom-
inally controlled by the
opposition.

Agoco normally produces
about 420,000 barrels a day,
but production has plum-
meted to about 100,000 bar-
rels since the unrest began.

Western oil traders said it
was unclear whether
Tubrug could handle so
much oil.

Executives and analysts
also doubted Agoco would
be able to raise the output
rate without outside help.

Jan Stuart, oil analyst at
Macquarie in New York,
said “all but a few installa-
tions [owned by Libyan oil
companies] were run by for-
eign firms and foreign

nationals, which are now |

all but gone™.

Western executives said it
“mosre thnk™ aboth-a Yooy
rone, sayving such opera-
tions are complex and
require significant fire-
power, including the
destruction of all anti-
aircraft positions in Libya.

Mr Gates said one of the
transatlantic alliance's key
concerns was the reaction
to western military inter-
vention by populations in
the Middle East and north

has withdrawn recogmnition
from the Libyan embassy in
Washingtion but has not
said whether it intends to,
like France has, recognise
the Libvan opposition.

Hillary Clinton, US secre-
tary of state, will meet
members of Libya's opposi-
tion when she visits Egypt
and Tunisia next week.

*T will be meeting with
some of those figures when
I travel to discuss what
more the United States and
others can do,” she said in
testimony to Congress.

UK corresponden

A reporter from Britain's
Guardian newspaper,
Ghaith Abdul-Ahad, is
believed to have been
arrested and imprisoned by
Libyan government forces. A
Brazilian colleague, Andrei
Netto, detained with him,
was reportedly released on
Thursday, writes
Salamander Davoudi in
London.

Mr Abdul-Ahad, an Iraqi
national, went missing on
Sunday. He had been
reporting from westermn
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ers who had fled Libya
since the uprising began.
But she saw ominous signs
that Libyans were begin-
ning to flee.

If that exodus gathered
pace, she said, then border
camps could be over-
whelmed with women and
children whose stay would
be longer than that of their
male migrants.
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loyal”, “disciplined” and
“robustly equipped with
Hussian equipment, artil-
lery, tanks™.

Mr Clapper, who overseps
America’s 16  intelligenoe
services, said the rebels
faced preat difficulties as
Col Gaddafi “intentionally
desigmed - the military  so0
that those select wunits
lowal to him are the most
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duration.”

Tom Donilon, head of the
MNational Security Council,
said later that Mr Clapper
was describing a “static sit-
uation" which did not take
into account the “dynamic”
chanpge taking place
throughout the Middle East,

Jay Carney, White House
spokesman, separately
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military action “enhance
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force him to leave™.

In his briefing om US pal-
icy, Mr Donilon said that
military action remained on
the table, including a no-fly
zone, but that plans to
deliver aid to rebel areas in
coming davs were purely
humanitarian: “They can in
no way shape or form be
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not just from the west, but
also from other countries in
the Middle East. He added:
"Military steps are not the
only method by which we
can pressure Craddaf,”

In relation to opposition
groups, Mr Donilon said the
US was “directly engaged”
in an effort to understand
their organisation, struc-
ture and leadership, The US
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The opposition set up the
Libyan MNational Council
last week and it i5 claiming
to be the legitimate repre-
sentative of Libyva and seek-
ing inbernational recogni-
tion. France became the
first country to formally

recognise the body on
Thursday, in a boost to the
apposition,

Mustafa Gheriani, an

opposition spokesman, said
setting up a struciure to
recetve ofl funds was logical
because the rebels nesded
casgh, “Now that France has
recogmised who we ane, we
hope the rest of the world
will.”

However, the plan to sell
oil faees hurdles, western
industry executives said.

International ol compa-
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gangs”, in referanmce to the
oppasition fighters.

The fighting came as Seif
al-lslam Gaddafi, son of
Colonel Gaddafi, vowed to
launch a full-scale militany
offensive against the rebels,
wha he described as
“gangsters”.

“Time =5 out now. It's
tirne for action,” he told
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Thursday that Colonel
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appeared to be “very, very
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“robustly equipped  with
Russian equipment, artil-
lery, tanks™.

Mr Clapper, who oversees
America’s 16  intellipence
services, said the rebels
faced great difficulties as
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| the opposition Libyan

Mational Coumncil, which has
its headguarters in
Benghazi. “We have
requested for all steps to
be taken to protect the

Lityvan people. We belleve
the UN can do that.”

luxuriously  equipped and
the best trained”.

He added: “We believe
that (Gaddafi is in this for
the long haul. He appears to
be hunkering down for the
duration.™

Tom Danilon, head of the
MNational Security Council,
said later that Mr Clapper
was describing a “static sit-
uation” which did not take
into account the “dynamic”
change taking place
throughout the Middle East,

Jay Carney, White House
spokesman, separately

and oil traders overcame
the difficulties, logistics
wollld be another problem.

Opposition  forces  only
conkrol one oil export termi-
nal outside the Ffghting
area, which in recent days
has centred on Ras Lanuf
and Es Sider, Libwa's larg-
&5t oil terminals.

But the International
Energy Agency said appar-
ent damage to oil infra-
structure around the ports
heralded “a worryving esca-

lation from anm  oilsector
perspective”,
0il prices jumped on

Wednesday after the Es
Sider terminal was hit dur-
ing fighting between pro-
regime  troops and rebel
forces,
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Thursday, in a boost to the
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the Libyan opposition.
Hillary Clinton, S secre
tary of state, will meet
members of Libva's oppdsi-
tion when she visits Egypt
and Tunisia next week.

“T will be meeting with
some of those fipures when
I travel to discuss what
more the United States amd
others can do,” she said in
testimony to Congress,
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terrified, repressed
residents rise up agoinst
the colonel. Hitking the
rebels in the east, by air,
ground and sea, is
designed to keep then as
far away as possible from
Sirte, which, if it were to
fall, would open the way
for an opposition advance
on the capital.

But such is the swell of
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UK correspondent missing since Sunday

A reporter from Britain's
Guardian newspaper,
Ghatth Abdul-Ahad, is
belienved to have besn
arrested and imprisoned by
Libyan government forces. A
Brazilian colleagus, Andrei
Metto, detained with him.
was reportedly released on
Thursday, writes
Salamander Davoudi in
London.

Mr Abdul-Ahad, an lragi
national, went missing on
Sunday. He had been
reporting from western

Legal Motices

. Libya for the past Tortnight.
| He entered the country from
| Tunisia and was understood
| to hawe last made contact

through a third party from

| the outskirts of Zawiva, a
| town west of Tripoli that

| has seen haavy fighting.
“Urgent efforts are under
way to establish [his]
whereabouts,” Guardian
Mews & Media said.
kir Metto had been
released and was at the

| home of the Brazilian

ambassador in the Libyan

capil
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ers who had Med Libya
since the uprising began.
But she saw ominous signs
that Libyans were begin-
ning to fee.

If that exodus gathered
pace, she said, then border
camps could be  over-
whelmed with women and
children whose stay would
be longer than that of their
male migrants.

ef says

has withdrawn recognition
from the Libyvan embassy in
Washington but has not
satd whether it intends to,
like France has, recognise
the Libyan opposition.

Hillary Clinton, US secre
tary of state, will meet
members of Libya's opposi-
tion when she visits Egypt
and Tunisia next weelk.

“I will be meeting with
some of those Ngures when
I trawvel to discuss what
more the United States and
others can do,” she said in
testimony to Congress.

In [ madier of Frincap Hoagings Lmeled
andl

I T P 2 the
Livew Caip 113

He i s oy S aprgesa Pl W g o i
e (e W b om Bras) s dEdnky mearsd
o e g s o6 Dok e B0 gy oo Bged B0

ol B e

I e v Bk Gl raeus, Poe abbesss
(LR NN A LI T LY SR LAY ]

Ao Eewva, e redwel
controlled town closest o
Tripoli, has emerged as
critical to his strogele o
hang on to power,

It might be fubile to
search for logie in the
behaviour of & delusicnal,
if not outright mad, Libyvan
leader, frantic over the loss
of much of his country and
left with limited choices.
But, not unnseally, his
coumber-offensive ia now
focused on consolidating
control over his two
remaining strongholds:
Tripoli and his eastern
birthplace of Sirte,

Repaining comtrol, or at
keast neutralising, Zawiva
would prevent rebels there
from threatening Tripoli,
either by marching on the
capital or helping 1t
terrified, repressed
residents rise up against
the colonel. Hitkbing the
rebwels in the east. by alr,
ground and sea, is
designed to keep themn as
far away as possible rem
Sirte, which, if it were to
fall, would open the way
for an opposition advance
on the capital.

But such is the swell of
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